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SUBJECT: MILITARY TECHNICAL COLLEGE TRIAL ADJOURNED 
REE: CAIRO 2416 (NOTAL) 

1. SUPREME STATE SECURITY COURT CONVENED NOVEMBER 16 TO 
HEAR CASE OE 92 ADULT DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH ATTACKING MILI- 
TARY TECHNICAL COLLEGE IN CAIRO LAST APRIL 18 (REETEL). ALL 
DEFENDANTS WERE PRESENT EXCEPT EOR A SINGLE MEDICAL STUDENT 
WHO HAD BEEN EXCUSED FROM ATTENDANCE TO SIT FOR UNIVERSITY EXAM- 
INATIONS. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS OF HEARING, BILL OF IN- 
DICTMENT WAS READ, SEVERAL OE THE DEFENSE COUNSELS SPOKE 
BRIEFLY, AND THEN COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL DECEMBER 14. 

2. A RELIABLE EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST WHO WAS PRESENT IN COURT 
TOLD US PROCEEDINGS HAD TO BE SEEN TO BE BELIEVED. VIRTUALLY 
EVERY DEPENDENT WAS BEARDED AND GARBED IN WHITE ROBES. ALL 
CLUTCHED QURANS WHICH THEY BRANDISHED FROM TIME TO TIME LIKE 
WEAPONS. THROUGHOUT THE DAY, THE ACCUSED HUDDLED AROUND AL- 
LEGED RINGLEADER, SALIH ABDALLAH SARIYYA, KISSING HIS HAND 
AND GENERALLY TREATING HIM LIKE A MAHDI INCARNATE. AT NOON, 

TO STUPEEECTION OF GALLERY AND COURT, SARYIIA BEGAN TO CHANT 
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PRAY. WITH 91 CROWDED IN THE DOCK, THIS WAS QUITE AN ATH- 
LETIC EEAT. 

3. PERHAPS MOST NOTEWORTHY FEATURE OE WHOLE HEARING WAS EM- 
INENT GOOD JUDGMENT AND EAIRNESS DISPLAYED BY THE MAGISTRATE. 
AT ONE POINT, EOR EXAMPLE, ONE OF THE DEEENDENTS DEMANDED, 

AND WAS GRANTED, THE RIGHT TO READ A PAPER HE HAD ATTACHED TO 
HIS QURAN. ACCORDING TO THIS DOCUMENT, NEITHER THE COURT NOR 
THE "RULER" (I.E., SADAT) IS "LEGITIMATE", AND DEEENDANTS ARE 
GUILTY OE NOTHING EXCEPT BEING MUSLIMS. ANOTHER PRISONER 
SHOUTED DEMANDS EOR PUBLIC HEARINGS, ALLEGED SOME OE GROUP 
HAD BEEN TORTURED IN PRISON, AND CALLED ON SADAT TO APPEAR AS 
A WITNESS. 

4. IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE NASSER YEARS, MAGISTRATE'S RE- 
ACTION WAS LENIENT TO THE EXTREME. HE APPOINTED PANEL OE 
PHYSICIANS TO EXAMINE THE SIX ALLEGEDLY TORTURED PRISONERS 
AND GRANTED DEFENSE COUNSELS' MOTIONS EOR PERMISSION TO CON- 
EER IN PRIVATE WITH THEIR CLIENTS WHILE PREPARING THEIR 
CASES (DOSSIER IS 5000 PAGES LONG). 

5. COMMENT: OVERALL RESULT OE THIS PREMINARY HEARING, OTHER 
THAT ITS NOT INCONSIDERABLE ENTERTAINMENT VALUE FOR CAIRENES 
(WHO ARE ALREADY COMPILING NEW SET OE EGYPTIAN JOKES ABOUT 
SEVENTH CENTURY BEHAVIOR OF DEFENDANTS), WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE 
A PUBLIC RELATIONS COUP EOR PRESIDENT SADAT. WHEN 92 MEN 
CHARGED WITH TREASON CAN RECEIVE PUNCTILIOUS JUSTICE FROM A 
SECURITY COURT, THE GENUINENESS OE THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
"OPEN DOOR" CAN SCARCELY BE DEBATED. 
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